'      21
L N. A. MEN'S DILEMMA
Between 50 to 60 senior officers of the I.N.A. met Gandhiji
in the Sweepers* Colony the other day during his stay in Delhi.
They first sang in a chorus the I. N. A. Hindustani adaptation of
Gurudev's song 6t Janaganamana adhinayaka jaya he Bharaia
T)Tiagya,vidhata " just as they had sung during GandhijFs visit to
them behind the barbed wire fence in the Kabul Lines when
their fate still hung in the balance. Gandhiji then addressed
them a few words in Hindustani.
" Other friends have placed before me," he began, "'the
dilemma which, I am told, faces many of you too. The Congress
creed is, of course, that of winning Swaraj through non-violence
and peaceful means but there are many men outside, and even
within the Congress, who have begun to doubt whether that
policy of the Congress has not exhausted its purpose and now
become effete for the task that lies ahead, specially in view of
the changed and changing times.
"You who have served under Subhas Babu as veteran
fighters have proved your mettle on the battlefield. Success and
failure are, however, not in our hands, but in God?s hands aloiie.
Netaji told you when bidding good-bye to you that, on your
return to India, you must put yourself under the Congress disci-
pline and act according to its policy. Your object, as I have been
told, was only to free India, never to help the Japanese.
failed in your direct objective, i.e. to defeat the British.
you have the satisfaction that the whole country has been roused
and even the regular forces have been stirred into a new poli-
tical consciousness and have begun to think in terms of inde-
pendence. You have achieved a complete unity among the
Hindus, Aluslims, Parsis, Christians, Anglo-Indians and, Sikhs ift'
your ranks. That is no mean achievement. What, however*
you realized under conditions of freedom outside liidia, yo
BOW to sustain and keep alive under Indian conditions.
will be your real test, - i
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